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Major accomplishments

1. HGPI has summarized the result of 2nd Pilot study for O-glycan analysis using IgA as standard samples.  Seven laboratories joined and had good results and now submitted to Publication Committee of the HUPO and waiting for the permission.

The chairs of pilot studies are Anne Delle, Stuart Haslam and Yoshinao Wada

The manuscript entitled below is now submitted to publication in Proteomics.

2. HGPI is now undergoing to perform the 3rd HGPI Pilot Study on Glyco-Biomaker Discovery. The following two tasks, glycan structural analysis and identification of carbohydrate antigen-carrier proteins as task 1 and task 2 respectively, are planned by using cancer cells (L428, U937, SK-N-SH).  However, Task 2 is optional.  Regarding the cells on task 1, 1 x 107cells / each cell line are provided by Hisashi Narimatsu group, RCMG, AIST Japan. 

The chair of this pilot study is Pauline Rudd and the secretary general is Hiromi Ito. Fourteen laboratories worldwide are now participating in this pilot study.  We are going to present some progress in the analysis result of this Pilot Study at the HGPI workshop at 8th HUPO World Congress in Toronto, Canada, in September 6, 2009, at 13:00-15:00.
Meetings

1. On August 17, 2008 at the 7th Annual World Congress in Munich, we had the HGPI workshop and the   meeting report was published in Proteomics as below. 

2. Regarding to foster young scientists, HGPI has supported 15 young scientists including postdoctoral fellows and graduate students in Japan who had participated in the 2008 Annual Conference of the Society for Glycobiology held in Forth Worth, Texas on November 13.  James Paulson (vice-chair of HGPI and a leader for Consortium for Functional Glycomics) and Naoyuki Taniguchi (a leader for Core to Core program) had a workshop among young scientists and gave them an opportunity for young scientists to give an oral presentation in the workshop. 

3. In March 24-27, 2009, HGPI co-organized the joint meeting with NIH/NCI and other funding agencies in Japan entitled Clinical and Translational Research on Cancer: Glycomics Applications. This meeting was held in Ise-Shima, Japan, southwest of Tokyo on the coast, and involved Japanese and US researchers, as well as others from around the world. The purpose of this conference was to discuss recent advances in glycomics research of translational significance for the discovery and development of biomarkers for early detection and diagnosis of cancer. The organizers are Naoyuki Taniguchi, Hisashi Narimatsu, James Paulson, Michael Pierce, Karl Kruger, Sadhir Srivstava, and William Hancock, and HGPI supported travel expenses for 45 people in Japan and NIC/NIH supported also people from US sides. Over 130 people joined this meeting. 
4. In November 5-8, 2009, HGPI is planning to support the travel expenses for 25 Japanese young scientists to participate German/Japan Glycomeeting and Euromeeting and give them an opportunity to give an oral presentation in Giessen and Colgne, Germany and exchange information with other countries on glycobiology and glycomics. 
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6. Future plans 

7. It is important to determine the core proteins which carry specific glycan structures related to diseases.  However, the technology is still behind to perform it in a high throughput manner. The HGPI will try to develop technologies to determine glycopeptides structures available in a high throughput manner. 

