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Serum Transferrin Analysis Options 
 
Method Advantages Disadvantages 
Ion Exchange HPLC No antibody needed 

Can be automated 
20 samples/day 

200 µl needed 
45 min. sample 
No structural info 

Capillary Zone 
Electrophoresis 

Fast (15 min.) 
No antibody needed 

Contaminants 
No structural info 

IEF Inexpensive 
Multiple samples (20-50/day) 
2 µl 

Need antibody 
No structural info 

ESI-MS Structural info 
Sensitive (10 µl) 
Automated (50-100/day) 

Expensive instrument 
Need antibody 

PNGaseF-
Oligosaccharide 

Type II Cannot determine absence 
of entire chains 

 
 


